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of France; Napoleon Bonaparte, the new despot who
had taken control of that hysterical republic for
himself, was now aspiring to something higher and
larger than the humiliation of the United States and
his menace in that direction ceased,

We need to note two or three events before Wash-
ington's term ended because they were thoroughly
characteristic. First of these was the Whiskey In-
surrection in western Pennsylvania. The inhabitants
first grew surly, then broke out in insurrection on
account of the Excise Law. They found it cheaper
to convert their corn and grain into whiskey, which
could be more easily transported, but the Government
insisted that the Excise Law, being a law, should be
obeyed. The malcontents held a great mass meeting
on Braddock's Field, denounced the law and declared
that they would not obey it. Washington issued a
proclamation calling upon the people to resume their
peaceable life. He called also on the Governors of
Pennsylvania, Maryland, New Jersey, and Virginia
for troops, which they furnished. His right-hand
lieutenant was Alexander Hamilton, who felt quite
as keenly as he did himself the importance of putting
down such an insurrection. Washington knew that
if any body of the people were allowed unpunished
to rise and disobey any law which pinched or irri-
tated them, all law and order would very soon go by291,y
